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Contact: Luke Walrath, Alpine Theatre Project, 406-862-9050; Michael Marsolek, Montana 
Public Radio, 406-243-4096.
MONTANA PUBLIC RADIO TO BROADCAST 
DICKENS’ ‘A CHRISTMAS CAROL’
MISSOULA -
Montana Public Radio stations across western Montana will air a re-enactment of the 
original 1939 performance of Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” with Orson Wells and 
Lionel Barrymore at 6 p.m. Christmas Eve and 1 p.m. Christmas Day.
The re-enactment will be performed at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 21, by the Alpine 
Theatre Project during its third annual Yuletide Affair at the O’Shaughnessy Cultural Arts 
Center in downtown Whitefish. The event will be recorded by Montana Public Radio (MTPR) 
at that time for the later broadcasts.
In the on-stage radio show, the actors, music and sound effects will mimic a 1939 radio 
broadcast. A live audience will see and hear creaking doors, chains rattling, the wind machine, 
and thunder and lightning right on stage. Tickets cost $35 and are available by calling 406-862- 
7469.
The show will air on MTPR outlets in Butte, Dillon, Great Falls, Hamilton, Helena, 
Kalispell, Marysville, Missoula, Swan Lake, Whitefish and White Sulphur Springs.
Ross Strauser, a radio personality and new owner of The Big Fish Internet Radio, will
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narrate the performance. Jenanne Solberg or the Glacier Symphony will provide music, and 
Mike Pesavento, the ATP’s sound designer, will engineer the sound. Rachel Naber-Burke will 
provide lighting.
Ebenezer Scrooge will be played by ATP Development Director David Ackroyd. Luke 
Walrath, ATP executive director, and Betsi Morrison, ATP artistic director, will play the 
supporting roles, along with Catherine Myers and Jon Lystne.
Myers has been seen in several ATP productions, including “Camelot,” “My Fair 
Lady” and “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change.”
Lystne is a veteran actor of film and television and has been seen locally in “The Lion 
in Winter” and “I Hate Hamlet.”
“The hour-long radio show will be followed by holiday songs with lots of audience 
participation,” Walrath said. “This is an exciting and innovative performance that will be lots 
of fun for both the actors and the audience.
“Cooperating with Montana Public Radio makes it possible for ATP to reach out to 
people all over the state,” he said. “This collaboration of professional artists reinforces the fact 
that ATP is becoming not only a Whitefish institution, but an anchor for professional 
performing arts in the Flathead Valley and a theatrical resource for the state of Montana.” 
Ackroyd, Morrison and Walrath, all Broadway actors, founded the only Equity summer 
theatre in Montana three years ago. The organization has grown quickly and soon will offer a 
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